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Y Tuinx myfelf obliged to the Public 

for the confidence and encourage- 
ment they have beftowed on me, fince 
T made them a tender of my fervices in 
the former edition of my critical enquiry 
into the nature and cure of Urethral 
Complaints, by which I am flattered, 
that a fteady and diligent perfeverance 
to any particular object in my profeffion 
will meet with a due‘veturn; and they 
judge wifely who have faid, that to ar- 
rive at a perfect knowledge of any fingle 
branch in {cience, is of more ufe to fo- 
ciety than a general fmattering in the 
whole: not that I wifh the profeffion 
fhould be fubdivided; but I affert, that 
it is commendable in any one, where 
he finds a defect and obfeurity in a part 


of any one branch, there to employ his, 
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whole force of attention, and to fupply | 
the deficiency by minute application and 
obfervation: this will be a means of 
increaling the power and importance of 
the whole. Surgery has undergone many 
revolutions; but notwithftanding the 
vaft ftride to perfection that has been 
made in it within thefe fifty years, there 
are many inftances where the profeffor 
can only be a compaffionate {pectator of 
an incurable cafe, his knowledge but 
ferves him to draw the melancholy con- 
clufion, that fo far he can go, but no 
farther. Here is the inroad by which 
ignorant pretenders creep into a com- 
munity; they make their attack upon 
the minds of the ineurables, the credu- 
fous, and the defponding, and hke leeches 
‘never quit their hold, until they have 
drained the conftitution with the purfe. 
ft is aftonifhing to me, how men in their 
fenfes can apply to fach; have they a 


greater 
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greater claim to {cience or literature who 
have ftudied neither ?—is there more f{e- 
curity in applying to a foreigner that we 
know not of, than to one whofe educa- 
tion we may be informed of ?—-whofe 
connections we may learn?—Is it likely 
that an adventurer of no fortune will 
deal out his fervices cheaper than one 
furrounded by his family and friends, 
and that has every obligation to be ho- 
neft? From whence arifes this prevailing 
quackery ?— this flock of adventurers? 
Is it becaufe a regular educated man, 
eraduated in his. profeflion through all 
its extenfive and expenfive ftages, fears 
to ftand forth left he be ranked in the 
fame clafs with thofe I have been defcrib- 
ings I could dwell longer upon this 
_ evil, beeaufe I have feem its effect ; yet 
fome of thefe are countenanced by ma- 
giftrates and editors. pes 
With regard to the antiquity of the 
venereal difeafe in this country I am per- 
fuaded 
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_ faaded to believe, that it is to be traced 
as far back as there are vellum manu- 
{cripts treating of phyfic to be produced; 
but as it is a matter of rather ingenious 
enquiry than ufeful, I fhall not here enter 
into the requifite proofs for this my opi+ 
nion, but refer the minute refearcher to 
two letters concerning the antiquity of 
the venereal difeafe, by Mr. William 
Becket, Surgeon, F.R.S. to Dr. Wil- 
liam Wagftaffe, and by him communi- | 
cated to the Royal Society : he will find 
there, that the authorities of John Arden 
and Thomas Gatfcoigne are too {trong for 
any incredulity to overturn; the latter 
of whom, was Chancellor of Oxford in 
the year 1430. Any quotation from thefe 
two valuable letters would be deftroying 
a mafterly compofition; they may be 
found by turning to N° 357 and N° 365, 
in the Philofophical Tranfactions, 
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a i difeafes of the Urethra have been, fince 
the introduction of the Gonorrhcea into Europe, 
productive of fuch alarming confequences to the 
patients, and brought on them fuch fcenes of 
mifery and diftrefs, as the fufferer alone is equal 
to defcribe. Many of the ancients exerted their 
endeavours to remove the dreadful fymptoms 
attending a fuppreflion of urine, but unfortu- 


nately the remedies they laid down carried a terror 
B with 
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with them equal to the difeafe. The torture a a 
cauftic blindly applied up the urinal canal, the 
hemorrhages brought on by rudely piercing the | 
obftruction, the {fpafms excited fram violent 1rri- 
tations, befides other imprudencies, even to pe- 
netrating the partition betwixt the urethra and 
avis, sare proceedings, which boldnefs itfelf 
could not authorize, and humanity forbade. 
From the earlieft-hour of thefe difeafes to the 
prefent day, the Surgeon has been obliged to 
rely on his own ingenuity, and to proceed in the 
dark, for want of fufficient precedented rules to 
dire&t him in effeting a cure. The Bougie is 
talked of as a remedy in general terms; there is 
no doubt but it is a remedy, and a very radical 
one, when once the grand object is farmounted, 
that of getting over the obftructions in the Ure- 
thra, and of gaining a paflage into the bladder. 
it is to effect this where the Surgeon is often . 
bewildered and difz ippointed, ata period when his 
credit and reputation is eminently at ftake. This 
difliculty arifes from an error in the prefent gene-... 
ral practice, wherefore not all the opportunities | 
that hofpitals afford, have as yet enabled the 
practitioner to act with a degree of confident 
authority, or have they ferved to removed that 
: _myfterious 
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myfterious veil thatat prefent obfcures the ap-. 
plication of the bougie. It is one thing to glide 
it up a fmooth found Urethra, and another to 

avercome obftruction after obftruction; and who 

will fay, where there is a callous ftricture or 

carnofity clofe to the neck of the bladder, how 

long the bougie will be gaining a paflage over it, 

or that it will be made to pafs at all? It fhall be 
' my tafk to endeavor in this Treatife to remove 
the difficulty of the firft introduction of the bou- 

gie, which I hope will be a means of drawing the 
attention of others to a vigorous prefeverance in 
overcoming a complaint the moft diftrefling to 
the furgeon, the moft dangerous to the patient, 
Almoft every author, who has treated of the 
Urinal Obftruction, hath agreed to its being 
brought on in general from a former virulent. 
gonorrheea, though there is no reafon to doubt 
but that exceptions may be found to the con- 
trary, rare as they are; befides the lodgment 
of {tone or gravel, the Urethra is liable to other 


«y difeafes; the wonder js that they are not more 


common, when one confiders the delicacy of its 
firucture and thenumber of glands of which it is 
compofed. Many reafons are afligned for the 
ebfiruciions produced through a former virulent 


B 2 gonorrhoea; 
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gororrhoéa: the advocates for a cure by injec- 
tions condemn the treatment of thofe who, by re- 
jecting topical applications, {pin out the diforder 
beyond a reafonable time, by which the canal 
becomes relaxed, the excretory duéts yield an 
encreafed difcharge, or ulcers are formed on the 
orifices of them, or ftrictures from the callous 
edges of thefe ulcers, which remain even after 
they heal, or caruncles, or bands crofling the 
Urethra, or the other train of fymptoms here- 
after to be defcribed. On the other hand, thofe 
who deny the fafety of a cure by injections, re-= 
coil the blame thrown upon them, by afferting 
that the urinal cataftrophe derives its origin from 
injections varioufly compounded, and at various 
ftages applied ; by denying the propriety of offer- 
ing any fort to fo delicate a part as the Urethra 
naturally is, made more fo by the ftate of inflam- 
mation it then undergoes, when even an injec- 
tion of warm water excites pain, and when 
whatever may tend fpecifically to deftory the 
virus, muft deftroy its own effect by heightening 
the inflammation. On my part, I do not wifh 
to feck a difpute with either party, and can rea- 
dily conceive that the urinal obftru@ion may be 
origiuated as well. from the bad treatment on 

the 
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the one fide as from the other. In a relaxed habit, — 
violent purgings, bleeding, and other evacua- 
tions, will not, in my judgment, radically cure, 
no more than injections thrown up at the high- 
eft ftate of inflammation, both means will be in- 
effectual, if not very pernicious. Where the fub- 
ject is languid, the circulation dull, the pulfe 
low and creeping, who would not wifely en- 
counter prejudices, and give the bark, as well 
as mercurials, in fuch a ftate? Oragain, on the 
other hand, if one fort of injection is fafe at any 
time (of which I believe few doubt *) it muft be 
either at the immediate appearance of the gonor- 
rheeal fymptoms, before they have extended 
their influence over the canal, and by a coup de 
main, as it were, deftroying the caufe before the 
effects can come on: or another fort, when the 
inflammatory fymptoms are fubdued, there re- 


* From time and experince Lam led to a conviction, that 
the only folid and rational mode of curing a Clap is by injec- 
tion; and it is no argument with me, that becaufe ignorance 
and quackery may do mifchief by their injections, that injec- 
tions are improper. No man, I truft, who hath the leaft claim 
to the character of a rational being will pretend to affert, that 
becaufe he was hurt by injeftions by one, that they fhould 
not be ufed by any; who condemns medicines in general, be- 
caufe an indiyidual bath been poifoned py arfenic? 
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mains a difcharge of pus, or incontinence of 
urine, both which will often obtain under the 
hands of the moft fkilful and confcientious prac- 
titioners. But how much foever I am convinced 
that the diforders of the Urethra often: fpring 
from a wrong treatment, either by medicines 
received into the conftitution, or by topical ap- 
plications improperly exhibited; yet, I believe, 
all will concur with mein affigning another caufe 
for thofe evils, and perhaps which is greater than 
either, or both the others. The generality of 
thofe who catch a gonorrhoea, are fubjects of a 
very libidinous turn, given to drinking and 
debaucheries: they loak upon the time they un- 
dergo in their cure as a greater hardfhip, in 
being reftricted from»*their pleafures, than in 
the real fuffering they feel from the difeafe itfelf. 
They apply to their furgeon, receive relief, the 
ardor urine, chordeé, and other inflammatory 
fymptoms abated, trufting to a good conftitu- 
tion for perfecting the reft, they return to their 
pleafurable purfuits, as the gouty fubject to his 
fauces, after having overcomea fit; nay, there 
are many men of pleafure about this town, wha 
make a fyringe a part of their pocket equipage, 
and who undertake to lay their own plan of fu- 
ture mifery, And here let me obferve, that ] 
know 
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know of no argument fo ftrong againft the ufe 
of injections, as that of the furgeon not being able 
to anfwer for the regularity of his patient during 
the ufe of them. It is not in human {kill to 
guard againtt the evils that muft follow to injec- 
tions, when the patient is continually keeping 
up a ftimulus and irritation on the parts, by 
‘drinking hard, feeding without reftraint, fitting 
up late at nights, and repeating his converfe 
‘with women, be they found or difeafed. 


I come now to give a fhort anatomical de- 
fcription of the urinal canal, in order to form a 
more diftiné and clear idea-of thofe feveral ob- 
ftruétions, which, when formed, caufe a fup- 
‘preflion of the urine, often divert the ftream 
of it, and by which it makes a way through 


‘ .fome fiftulous channel, continually laying wafte 


and committing deftru@ion on the parts along its | 
unnatural rout. The infide of the urinal canal 
is covered by an exquilite fine and delicate mem- 
brane, very fufceptible, and full of capillary 
blood-veffels ; on the furface of this membrane 
are found a great many little orifices, oblong, 
known generally by the name of lacunz, various 
in their fizes: thefe lacune are the excretory 

duéts of as many {mall glands fpread up and 
| down 
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down the urethral fubftance: they pafs inte 
the fpongy fubftance of the Urethra to the con< 
vex fide of the internal urethral membrane, and 
open obliquely from behind forward into the 
great canal; their edges are of a femi-lunar or 
erefcent form, on account of. their oblique 
opening. There are two of thefe lacune defcri- 
bed by Morgagni, which are more confiderable 
than the reft, fituated near the glans penis, the 
‘one under the froenum, the other near the foffula 
navicularis. The gland near the frénum, I have 
often feen inflame and come to fuppuration, dif: 
charging itfelf externally by two orifices on each 
fide of the freenum. Farther up in the Urethra, 
there are three Cconfiderable lacunz, defcribed by 
that ingenious and minute refearcher Cowper 3 - 
two of thefe lacunz or ducts make a confiderable 
rout through the fpongy fubftance of the Urethra, 
directing their courfe to two glandular bodies the 
fize of a horfe bean, of am oval figure, flat, and 
fituated on the two convex fides of the fpongy 
urethral fubftance near the ends of the crura pe- 
nis; thefe two glands are covered entirely by the 
mufcles, called acceleratores urinz; the third 
duct leads to a gland fmaller than the two 
defcribed, placed in the {fpongy fubftance of the 
Urethra, near the curvature, which the canal 

defcribes 
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defcribes utider. the pubis, and often opens by 
two orifices in the Urethra; in the cavity of the 
Urethra, towards its extremity, from without, 
inwards, feveral things offer very effential, and 
that demand our ftricteft attention. The pro- 
firate imply a plurality of glands, though only 
one in reality, of a fhape like a chefnut, fitua- 
ted between the bulbous part of the Urethra 
and bladder, having its bafis towards the blad- 
der, and apex towards the Urethra; it yields 
a limpid, glutinous fecretion, which is con- 
veyed into the Urethra by feveral excretory 
ducts. At the bottom of the urethral canal, lying 
within the proftrate, and near the neck of the 
bladder, an oblong ovular eminence offers, ter- 
minating forward in a point called caput gallina- 
ginis, or verumontanum, ‘This portion of fub- 
ftance is commonly perforated by one, fome- 
times two or three orifices, which are the excre- 
tory ducts of the veficula feminales; there is a 
valve to each of thefe excretory ducts. The vefi- 
culze feminales are two bodies appearing like little 
bladders, fituated under the bladder of urine, 
and on each fide the proftrate; each of them 
can be drawf into one fingle dud: they dif- 
charge into the Urethra, by the orifice, or ori- 
fices, above-mentioned, on the fide of the caput 

C galli- 
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gallinaginis, or verumontanum. In ionachilns 
into antiquity for the origin of this difeafe, I 
find the ancients give the date of the urethral 
obfiruCtions, not immediately after the firft apy 
pearance of the virulent gonorrhoea. In the 
Venetian collection of the feveral writers on the 
venereal difeafe, in which are included no lefs 
than fifty-nine authors, the moft ancient of all is 
Nicolaus Leonicenus of Vicentia, Anno 1497, 
an author, who lived at the period of the fir 
introdudtion of this difeafe into Europe by 
Columbus’s fleet, and two years before the fiege 
of Naples. There are from his time of publica- 
_tion to that of Johannes Baptifta Montanus, no 
defs than thirty-three authors, who wrote on the 
fame diforder, and are yet filent in the defcrip- 
tion either of a gonorrhcea, or any other difeafe 
of the Urethra. This Johannes Baptifta- Monta- 
nus of Verona wrote on the Lues Venerea, in. 
the year 1550, and {peaks of a gonorrhoea, 
which appeared, among many other venereal 
fymptoms, on a German nobleman who had put 
himfelf under his care. After him, to the time 
of Alexander Trojanus Petronius of Caftile, who 
wrote on the venereal difeafe in the year 1565, 


there appears in this. collection no mention of 
diteafes 
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difeafes in the Urethra, although there are nine- 
teen authors, whofe produétions are dated be- 
twixt the former and latter period. This author 
fays, ‘“‘ When a fuppreflion of urine is occafioned 
“* by the ulcerous fordities, or a caruncle in the 
“ Urethra, emollient and detergent injections 
§* muft be ufed. All very fharp things are to be 
as ‘avoided, and even the ufe of thofe that are but 
** moderately acrimonious is not to be long con- 
*¢ tinued. In the mean time, while the urinary 
* paflage remains obftruéted, all attempts made 
‘* by diuretics to promote the expulfion of urine 
‘‘ are very dangerous. If injections have been 
“ ufed to no purpofe, the Urethra mutt becleared 
_ by a wax-candle or fome fuch inftrument. In 
* cafe of a caruncle, geritle corrofives-are to be 
« introduced in a dry form, or by injection, fuch 
sas one {cruple of precipitate with two ounces 
é¢ of barley-water. This is an effectual remedy in 
 fuch a cafe, and operates with the leaft pain of 
“any corrofive that 1 know of *,’”? The idea 
this writer had.of the difeafe of the Urethra, and 
the mode of treatment he laid down, perhaps, 
when the reader comes candidly to confider it, 


“'# Vide Armitrong’s Synopfis, page 397. 
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will not be found to vary much from the prefent 
ufage, however diftant that period was, and how- 
ever unexperienced the practitioner muft have 
been at the firft appearance of a fymptom totally 
foreign, and to elucidate the defcription of which 
no light had hitherto been thrown. Ambrofe 
Parry defcribes the caruncle to be generated 
either in confequence of a fharp acrimonious 
humour flowing from the proftrate, or by a 
venereal infection, feparating their treatment and 
manner of cure; in order to remove the firft ob- 
ftacle, he advifes a total abftinence from venery, 
cautions againft acrid corroding injections, and 
depends on the cure by emollients in the fhape 
of fomentations, unctions, and fumigations ; and 
by inducing the caruncle to bleed, by repeatedly 
paffing up the catheter. But if it be occa-. 
fioned by the malignity of the lues venerea, he 
fays, that the furgeon will lofe his labour, if the. 
patient does not obferve a diet, fuch as is pre-. 
{cribed to thofe-in the Ines venerea, taking inter- 
nally the Guaiacum, andanointing the perineum 
and whole yard with the antivenereal ointment, 
(Of the neceflity of antivenereal remedies taken 
internally for diforders in the Urethra, I fhall 
{peak hereafter.) He begins his attack upon the. 

caruncle 
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‘¢aruncle by lacerating with a fharp-pointed filver 
wire, concealed in the catheter, and pafled up 
the Urethra, and by afterwards applying fuch 
topical remedies as may effect a cure by deftroy- — 
ing the fungus, all tending to a cauftic quality. 
He defcribes the method ufed by the furgeons at 
Montpelier, who prepared a corrofive ointment, 
fpread over very fine rags, wrapped it about a 
- wax-candle, and thruft it into the Urethra; they 
afterwards drew out the candle, and left the end 
of the rag hanging out of the penis. Others 
made a wax candle very flender, but with a fiff 
wick, the end of which was medicated with efca- 
rotics, which was worn until the caruncle was 
confumed; alfo rods of lead thruft into the paf- 
fage as thick as it would fuffer, which ferved to 
dilate it, and keep the ulcers from corrupting 
each other: thefe rods of lead were befmeared 
with quickfilver, and kept in day and night. 
Laftly, epulotic injections, for drying away any _ 
humidity that diftilled from the penis. Wifeman, 
who was ferjeant furgeon to. King Charles the 
fecond, treats very largely on the difeafe of the 
Urethra, and has been particularly attended to 
by moft of the Englifh authors, who have wrote 
fince his time on the lues venerea. There is no 

reafon 
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‘reafort to doubt but this man took. a’great deal of 
pains to improve the art of furgery in general; 
he was: efteemed and. imitated. by his cotempo- 
taries, and recommiended to pofterity as the beft 
Englifh chirurgical writer at that.time, barbarous 
as he was.. Unfortunately for him, he fets out 
wrong, and defines a virulent gonorrhoea to be 
an involuntary emiflion of feed,.occafioned by 
venom contracted from an unclean woman: “I 
“know, fays he, with a cunning fort of affurance, 
«that Bartholinus hath made a gonorrhcea to 
‘© be nothing elfe but an ulcer of the proftrate, 
which opinion is fufficiently confuted by Dr. 
ss Wharton, who gives him the infoluble objec- 
“tion of the tumour of the tefticles, which hap- 
“¢ peneth always upon the untimely ftopping of 
eit’? Then he throws in:an old proverb, “ By 
¢¢he pounding up of the water, itis eafy to find 
“which way the current came.” I own the latt. 
‘obfervation to bea digreflion, and foreign to my 
‘purpofe; but I was ftruck with the abfurdity of 
‘his theory, and could not’ help. paying it the 
compliment’ he’ has done to Bartholinus’s. One 
would have thought it might have been puzzling 
to this author to’ have devifed .a caufe for the 
urethral obftructions, as he had, at the firft onfet 
. given 
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given a fallacious defcription of the virulent: 
gonorrhoea; but his ingenuity in fome meafure 
makes atonement for his errors, and however 
wrong he was in the caufe, his definition of the 
effeét at leait marks him as a,man for refources, 
He afcribes the difeafes of the Urethra to a carun- 
cle and carnofity, and makes:the latter to be a 
confequence from the neglect of the former. He: 
fays, “ Caruncles are a fort of loofe fleth arifing. 
‘‘ in the Urethra, frequently in the time of a go- 
‘ norrhoea, by reafon of an erofion made by 
‘¢ that virulent and acrid matter; but if (fays he) 
‘* at any early ftage the cure be neglected, fome 
*¢ drops of urine, or in coitt, the feed remaining 
“ among thefe caruncles, Heateth the. part,’ 
- -$ and increafeth their ¢ growth, and not only ren» 
‘‘ ders them callous, but at. dength the. somal 
$s fe iniie die paflage, rit tive bare mat- 
‘* ter in its motion, whereby it is forced back to 
“¢ the feminals, in which cafe the tefticles for the 
*-moft part do fufler,” | i 


This great author defcribes with difficulty the 
urethral obftructions, as if he really felt-an im- — 
perfection in accounting fer them; the obfer- 

vations 
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vations are related like a communication of what 
he is rather doubtful of the propriety, tham 
as thofe that give an affurance of a doétrine: 
juftifiable, and warranted by reafon. If he could 
not overcome the obftru@tions by means of a 
wax:candle and emollients, he conveyed cauttics 
to the part by means of a canula: if after over- 
coming one obftruction, another offered, and the 
canula could not pafs up to it, he made ufe of the’ 
leaden probe; in his own words, “ he anointed 
‘¢ firft, paffed the probe up to the caruncle, and 
*‘ then by prefling on it, broke it off; you muft 
<¢ expect, fays he, a bleeding, and it is not done 
‘“¢ without pain, the Urethra being of exquifite 
“‘fenfe; that pain is fometimes accompanied 
“swith rigor and fever: if a flux of a virulent 
“matter be accompanying the ftranguria, the 
‘¢ Jaft remedy is falivation.” The fame author 
recites afterwards many cafes, fome of which 
terminated happily, though amongft them there 
were feverities put in practice, which at this time 
would not altogether have been thought war- 
rantables particularly the cafe in his tenth obfer- 
vation, where his friend, Mr. Edward Mullins, 
and he dilated the Urethra, throughout the 
‘whole paffage to the neck of the bladder, to no 

purpofe 
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putpofe, as the urine never afterwards paffed per 
urethram, but flowed from a puncture, made pre- 
vious to this general operation in perinzo, clofe 
to the neck of the bladder. I fhall not attempt 
to defcant upon the theory and manner Mr: 
Wifeman treated the difeafes of the Urethra ; it 
4s fufficient at fuch a date, as in the reign of 
Charles the Second, that we have fo exact a mode 
laid down by one who appears to have been in 
full practice, and whofe merit, one would pre- 
fume, had elevated him to a fphere where he 
profited from the beams of royal favour. It is 

a certain faét, as the art of furgery in general 
improves, the feverities of it are foftened; and 
we hope, that a ftill lefs demand will be made 
for infruments, as it advances further to perfec- 
tion. In all countries where the arts and {ciences 
have arrived to a degree of excellence, the ftruc- 
ture of them has been founded upon the can- 
dour of their ancient refearchers ; they have 
been as much indebted to thofe who have re- 
lated their mifcarriages, in any fort of attempt 
to the improvement of knowledge, as where the 
fuccefs of others hath proved exemplary, by 
opening: a path for the advancement of an art. 
whereby it has with rapidity arrived to emi- 
hence. The man of genius not only makes an 
Mar ' D allow- 
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allowance for the defects of his anceftors, but 
turns them to his advantage, as the traveller, 
who is deftined to a certain fpot, confults with 
his map, in order, by a comparifon of the dif- 
ferent routs, to make choice of that which is 
the moft pleafant, and gives him the readieft dif- 
patch: their crrors ftand as marks of caution td 
the inquirer, as the rocks in the chart do to the 
mariner, not to be followed, but avoided. 1! 
would wifi to make an eternal diftinction in 
criticifin, betwixt the man that gives a hiftory of 
plain truths, free of finifter views and decep- 
tions, and him that endeavours to charm you 
into a perfuafion, who omits the inconveniences 
attending his theory, and praifes it, not becaufe 
praife fhould follow; but by an impofition at- 
taching a merit to it, in order that it may be 
more generally adopted, and to anfwer a purpofe 
a3 mercenary as wicked. 


That Icarned and great refearcher into the 
human machine, Boerhaave, throughout his pre- 
face to the Aphrodifiacus, appears to be ftruck 
with aftonifhment at the hydra-headed fymptoms 
of the lues venerea in general, but he paints his 
progunoltics from no part more tragical than that 
of the confequences of obftructions in the Ure~ 
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thra. The abilities, oreatnefs of ingenuity, and ine 
defatigable attention of this truly famous phyfi- 
cian want no panegyrift, his works are the beft, 
theyf peak for themfelves; his candour was above’ 
all intereft, he pointed his fhafts at every thing’ 
that was hurtful to the animal body, and if they 
were now-and-then elanced awry, we may truly 
fay of him as the philofophers do of Des Cartes, 
that he was great even in his errors. - He makes 
four fpecies of gonorrhoea, of what we now-a- 
days would term one, only attended by aggra- 
vated fymptoms of virulency, produced on the 
Urethra by time, neglect, bad management, &c. 
« There is a fourth gonorrheea (fays he) which 
“¢ differs in fhape from the reft; for after the 
«virulent matter has, by the paflag es already 
*¢ defcribéd, reached the proftrate, it waftes their 
* fubftance, and melts it down inta a very plen- 
“ tiful mafs of virulent pus, ‘This difeafe fome- 
“times takes its rife from other gonorrheeas, 
“long continued, but chiefly from often re- 
“ peated ones. It difcovers itfelf by tumours’ 
“upon the perineum, frequently by a very 
“ troublefome ifchuria, a plentiful difcharge of 
“ fub-putrid pus, and a fuppuration of thofe parts 
«« hardly to be flopped. A malignant incurable 
* ulcer very often breaks out upon the peri- 
| D2 “ neum 3 
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«6 neum; fometimes too the parts all round the 
‘ fituation of the proftrate are moft miferably 
<¢ ulcerated, by which means the neighbouring 
“‘ parts are deftroyed and become a yery fhock- 
**ing fpectacle. But one of the moft common 
“* fymptoms .of this difeafe is, that frequently 
“ thofe miferable patients, all at once, and with: 
‘* out any manifeft caufe, are feized with a fup- 
“¢ preffion of urine; whence they are tortured 
“‘ with a great many painful and fruitlefs at- 
“* tempts to make water, while at the fame time 
‘* there is no admiffion for the catheter to relieve 
‘* them that way. At laft, after 2 long torment, 
‘‘fome quantity of pus on a fyudden makes its 
‘sway out-of the orifice of the Urethra ; a little 
«after which the urine is difcharged without 
‘¢ difficulty, till the fame mifchief returns again. 
‘I have fometimes feen this difeafe, and you 
‘¢ cannot but be fenfible what a hard matter it is. 
*© to accomplith a cure... Here falivation has its 
‘¢ place, and here all the remedies recommended. 
‘¢ again{t the forementioned kinds of gonorrhea 
«© muft be yery diligently applied.” | 


The theory of the above learned author being 
from the beginning an hypothefis of his own, we 
fhall gain but little improvement from his me- 
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thod of cure; he fuppofed that the fubcutaneous, 
fatty cells were the nidus of this difeafe, that the 
membrana. adipofa was diftributed all over the 
body, even to the privities, eye-lids, &c. There- 
fore from an opinion of this fort it is not to be 
wondered that he does not even hint at the ufe 
of bougies, or thinks of any confequence topical 
applications. His confidence was built on thofe_ 
remedies that would empty the adipofe cells, and | 
by evacuating the fat they contained radically 
extirpate the venereal virus. And therefore, 
however juftly elegant and pathetic he has de- 
{cribed the fymptoms of the urethral difeafes, yet 
we cannot look up to him for a remedy. Let it 
then fuffice, that fuch a defcription of the difeafe 
from Boerhaave fiands upon record as a diffi- 
culty for thofe of a future age to call forth all 
their attention to deliberate on and remove. 
Dionis, a furgeon of the firft eminence at 
Paris, in his demonftration of chirurgical opera- 
tions, page 146, enters into a difcuflion of ure- 
thral obftructions, and feems to attribute all the 
caufe to callous {cars which ftraiten the paflage 
of the urine, diminifh the ftream of it, and hin- 
der the probe from pafling up the canal. Thefe 
f{cars, he fays, are produced from one or more 
gonorrhceas, and their cure is performed by con- 
ducting 
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dndtinig a cauftic to the difeafed parts by means 
of a Wax-candle; which will deftroy the old cal- 
lofity, remove the firicture, and give an opening 
for the wax-candle to purfue its rout into the 
bladder. ‘The obftruétion being overcome, the 
fore is to be healéd and a leaden probe continued 
until. the paflage becomes free and open. This 
famous author denies flatly the exiftence of a 
carnofity, and gives for a reafon, that after many 
diligent obfervations, by opening bodies charged 
with being afflicted with this complaint, he had 
not met with one that really was fo, nor had he 
met with any chirurgeon (worthy of credit) that 
ever affirmed to lave fen onc. Tam fenfible it 
could not have efeaped the ingenuity of this 
gteat man, that it was very poffible for a fun- 
eus to have exifted in a living fubject, which’ 
would not be difcernible Hebe death, had he 
been inclinable to have favoured the theory, fo 
common an obfervation as the differ ent appear- 
ances of the fame fungi before: and after death 
on any part of the human body would not have 
béen wanting to him. The truth of the matter 
feéms to be, that the treatment of this diforder. 
at that tame, and fince m Paris, has béén in the 
hands of p eténdeérs to noftrums, to which rot- 
ten part of the profeflion Dionis owed no good 
will; 
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will; nay, long before his time, he tells you of 
Jean Baptift Loyfeau of Bourdeaux, who was 
called to Henry the Fourth, to cure him of a 
carnofity, that he drefled him, and accordingly 
did cure him, and was rewarded with the poft of 
chirurgeon to his Majefty. This ftory, fays he, 
though very memorable, does not prove the ex- 
iftence of carnofities; it indeed difcovers that 
- Monfieur Loyfeau acted the fecret-monger and 
played the mountebank in publifhing his perfor- 
mance without mentioning either the means or 
remedies which he ufed; and as he was filent in 
the effential part, fays he, I fhall take the whole 
to be apocryphal. Upon the whole I am of opinion 
that what Dionis has faid on this fubje@ has 
thrown neither light on the nature of the difeafe, 
or on the mode of cure; he contracts the caufe 
to a fimple callofity, and prefcribes a remedy 
that I humbly conceive would rather aggravate 
than cure: it isto remove a {car brought on by 
the venereal virus, by fubftituting one from a 
cauftic; I think the reader will agree with me, 
when I fay that the cicatrix of a cauftic will 
always be at leait as contractile as that of a 
venereal ulcer; therefore the only eflential that 
feems to be wanting in this cafe is a {pecies of 
_ bougie, capable of pafling over and dilating the 
obftruc- 
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obftruétion, which, according to a very iiigés 
nious author, will lofe of its power to contract 
in proportion as itis ftretched or dilated. When 
Itbegin {peaking of Monf. Daran, I endeavour 
in amore efpecial manner to diveft myfelf of all 
that partiality which in general prevails either in 
a criticifm on the conduét of a friend, or the 
theory of an author, as it is too apt to caft a falfe 
glare over their actions or produétions, and to » 
hurry him who pronounces upon them into a 
ftile of enthufiaftic flattery, or illiberal reflec- 
tions. Such an author can be of no good confe= 
quence to the public; be he a man of abilities, he 
mifleads much to their prejudice; be he other- 
wife, he degrades himfelf below the aim of critt- 
cifm and becomes worthlefs. Monf. Daran de- 
ferves praife and blame. Praife in having firt 
formed the medicated bougie fimilar to what is 
now in ufe, blame in having profeffed to perform 
‘with it more than reafon or truth willallow. I 
‘would wifh to make all allowance for Monf, 
Daran’s pompous diction and. pretenfions to in- 
fallibility, becaufet he fafhion of his country and 
the obftacles of quackery, which are prevalent m 
France, require more forcible conviction amongft 
‘even the more rational part of them, than in 


England, where we are guided more by the laws 
? of 
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of truth and reafon, and where the fenfible part 
at leaft can be fatisfied with the poffeffion of a re- 
medy that will ferve one good turn, without 
tacking to it an unlimited excellence in a cata- 
logue of different cafes, different in their natures 
Monf. Daran performs as many feats with his 
bougie as Breflaw would with his cups and 
‘balls, and all to the wonderful aftonifoment of thofé 
who look on him; and with a fenfe of feeling 
peculiat to himfelf, can determine with the 
point of a bougie the very nature and feat 
of a difeafe at the remoteft part of the urethral 
canal, can effectually cure all ulcers and {fcir- 
thofities there by the fuppurative power of a 
béugie, which bougie he confefles to be through- 
out. uniformly compounded of the fame mate- 
rials. In all ages, there have been myfteries 
credited, when they could not be meafured by 
reafon, and this is an addition to the ftock. I have 
tried ‘Monf. Daran’s bougies and thofe of Mra. 
Sharp, and know not to which to give the pre- 
ference, fo equal are they in their effect, and fo 
deficient are both of them in overcoming an ob- 
ftrnction in the Urethra, on the firit introduc- 
tion. ~Yet as Monf. Daran was the firft who well 
“moulded a bougie into the fhape now in ufe, it 


was bhowt im an improvement and worthy 
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of reward. All furgeons will allow that Mont. 
Daran’s or Mr. Sharp’s bougies are perferable to 
the leaden probes which were formerly in ufe, 
and which have fince been juftly exploded. They 
allow that a piece of linen worked to a proper 
refiftance, and at the fame time proper pliability, 
and armed with a medicinal effect, is preferable 
tc a metallic probe for the cure of urethral ob- 
ftructions. This improvement is due to Monf. 
Daran, and though fimple not the lefs valuable; 
it was an inflrument.in his hands that gave him 
the preference over all his cotemporaries, and fo 
far he was juftifiable in keeping the fecret within 
his own breaft: nor will he be arraigned for the 
profit that has been derived from his invention. 
But when a man publifhes abroad not only the 
groffeft abfurdities, but impofflibilities in the 
name of real facts, and in the fame performance 
there is to be found (contradi¢tory as it is) fome 
new truths and thofe of great value, it becomes 
the candid critic to winnow the chaff from the 
corn, that the remaining ftock, however fmall, 
may be more valuable and wholefome. 


I can at the fame time fay, that Monf. Daran 
has merit in improving the bougie, and profit 
from it, whilft I can accufe him of affertions 
that do him no honour or credit. He fays that 
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his bougie will act on a difeafed Urethra, and 
not on a found one; that it will produce a dif- 
charge from fungi or callofities in a difeafed Ure- 
thra, when a delicate found one will be infenfible 
to its effect. He has publifhed to this purpofe: “* 
«The operation of my remedy is conformable 
* to this, the loofe fungous flefh is by it melted 
** down and fuppurated, the found remaining 
untouched. Let it not be imagined that I 
** attribute an intelligent power to it; ifit acts on 
*¢ the difeafed rather than or the found parts, it 
* is becaufe the firft is of fuch a nature as to be 
affected by the active particles of my remedy, 
‘* whereas the latter is guarded againft their ac- 
‘¢ tion by the internal membrane of the Urethra; 
** befides, thefe fame active particles ftir up and 
“‘ fet in motion the virus, which generally re- 
*‘ mains clogged up and inactive in thofe fun- 
‘‘ cous fwellings. There is no wonder then 
“ that my remedy fhould act upon them without 
‘© having any effect on thofe which are in a found 
‘«< ftate. This is proved beyond contradiction by 
‘> an experiment which I will put in practice as 
6 often as defired. I will introduce one of my 
® founds into the Urethra of a healthy perfon, and 
<6 will leave it there a fufficient time for it to aét on 
<‘ the glandulous bodies of which it is compofed. 
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¢¢ | will then remove it, and the keeneft fight 
¢ fhall not be able to perceive upon it the leaft 
s drop of foreign moifture. Twill then imme 
‘< diately pafs the fame found into a difeafed 
Urethra, and in lefs time than it had remained 
‘¢in the found one, it will be charged with a 
“ purulent matter, furnifhed by the difeafed 
** part of the Urethra.” Invanother place he 
fays, * It fo far aflifts the ‘contractile powers 
« of the fibres, as by diflolving and fettingy afloat 
“the hardened juices which are confined in 
“< the callous edges of ulcers, it enables‘them to 
§ ‘clear themfelves from them, but it does not 
*< act as bracers do by ftrengthening and con- 
** tracting them, but by melting down the juices 
4s “ imprifoned i in the edges of the ulcers, or inthe 
“ fungous or callous excrefcencies of the Ure- 
“‘ thra, which, as I faid before, arife'upon the 
** ulcers, and form upon them a fort of cruft, 
“‘ which is the difcharge of purulent matter.” 


With regard to the tendernefs and lenity of 
Monf, Daran’s bougie towards a found Urethra 
and effect on iadifeafed one, I do’avér that even 
one of wax paffed up a found Urethra, and cons 
tinued there for a {mall fpace of time, will be 
charged with an additional fecretion, meyely as 

an 
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anh heterogeneous body, however mild, and will, 
if repeated, ‘continuefo to irritate the part, as the 
more it be applied, the more will be that fecre- 
tion; fuch will be the effect of any forcign fub- 
ftance paffed up the urinal canal. Ido not make 
this obfervation to decry the ufe of bougies, be- 
caufe this evil is very {mall in comparifon to the 
good they do; but to convince Monf. Daran’s 
advocates that in this inftance he i ‘palpably 
wrong, If it is worth while to ‘unravel the other 
myfteries concealed in the above quotation, for 
all feems to be myftical, I will give my opinion 
upon them in a few words. That as Monf, 
Daran’s bougie is fo confefledly harmlefs, and as 
i gradually melts down and fets afloat the 
‘hardened and confined juices in the callous 
“edges of ulcers,” it as as‘all other lenient di- 
geftives; and hence we may account for the fuc- 
ces of a mild digeftive plaifter inthe fhape of a 
bougie over the urethral obftructions. It aéts on 
a carnofity by compreffion rather than other- 
ways, by reducing the fungus fo that the mem- 
brane of the Urethra (or what fupplies the lofs of 
it) may heal over and thereby bindit down. As 
we fee daily the inftance in a fore on the furface 
of the body, where there is a fungus, nothing 
will affift a cure more-than preffure, and when 
once the artificial fkin grows over, the fore is 
3 . eectually 
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effectually healed. . Notwithftanding the carnofity 
will often prove obflinate becaufe the preflure may 
not be equal, or, becaufe fome virulency may be 
remaining. It acts on the callous ulcer as a di- 
geftive plaifter would on the furface of the body, 
and attention is only to be paid towards the effec- 
tually deftroying the virus in order to perfect a 
cure. It acts on the contracted cicatrix merely 
from a counter-refiftance, as is ingenioufly de- 
monitrated by Mr. Sharp, in his obfervation on 
chirurgical operations. Thus will one bougie 
very happily anfwer different intentions upon 
the moft rational fuppofitions; I fay happily, be- 
caufe it is not every man that is confeffedly fo 
adroit as Monf. Daran, and that when the ob- 
ftruction is very far up in the Urethra, cam deter- 
mine at the firft or perhaps at all, which of the 
feveral difeafes he may have to encounter. But 
what fhall I fay to the fcirrhofity of the proftrate 
gland, verumontanum, or the other glandular 
bodies? will the all-powerful bougie fucceed 
here? the fame bougie may aflift, if it can be 
pafled over the obftruction, but I believe the 
judicious praétitioner will at the fame time 
make ufe of a warm bath, or partial va- 
pour of hot water; he will apply a mercurial 
friction as near outwardly to the part as poflible, 
and be confident at the fame time that internal 
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alteratives muft be requifite to a eure, the bou- 
gie will only have a fhare in fuch a cafe: but 
Mont. Daran, if he practifed this method or a 
fimilar one, has forborne to fpeak cf it, left it 
fhould leffen the confequence of the bougie. I 
am afraid that the judicious theorift will fufpect 
with me upon the whole, that Monf. Daran has 
rifked his reputation by an endeavour to elevate 
his fubject and heighten its confequence, that 
he has thereby intoxicated his fenfes, and as 
Horace exprefles it, follens vacuum plus mmié glo- 
ria verticem, has left him defenfible by none. 


I fhould not do a good ancient author juftice if 

I was not to remind the reader, that Col. de Vil- 
lars was the firft who defcribed the fort of bou- 
gie, which Monf. Daran brought to a proper 
pliability and refiftance; but as all improve- 
ments are ftill open to fome imperfections, thus 
it ftands with the bougies in prefent ufe, they 
are very deficient in perviating the obftruétions. 
When firft the patient applies for the care of a 
furgeon, if the obftruction be fo very great that 
the urine cannot be permitted to pafs but drop 
-by drop, and that not at regular times, but con- 
tinually as from a leaky veffel, and when upon 
the committing any intemperance a total fuppred- 
fion 
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fion enfues, whatever method of treatrient bids. 
fairer to pafs over thefe obftru@ions, and give a 
free egrefs to the urine, and that almof imme- 
diately, 1 prefume will be throught an improve- 
ment worth the attention of the difeafed, there 
being no complaint more painful, more acute, 
or more inftantaneoully dangerous. The evils 
that attend the bougies, when made fmall, are, 
that they have not fuflicient force to make their 
way throuigh the obftrudtions, that they imme- 
diately bend and become ufelefs, being wanting 
of a proper elafticity. If they are compounded 
of materials that ferve to ftiffen them and give 
more refiftance, they then become too brittle to 
‘be fed at all with fafety. This is the real fitua- 
in which the bougies of prefent ufe are found; I 
mean only when they are applied to overcome 
the firft obftru€tions; and though to prove effec- 
tual they fhould immediately make way through 
the obftruétion, yet fometimesthey are weeks, 
nay months in effecting it. With regard to the 
larger bougies, when once the obftruction is 
perviated, and one of them can pafs with. eafe; 
thofe ufed in common, with the addition of 
Monf. Goulard’s improvement, undoubtedly 
bid the faireft to confirm a cure. And few there 
are that will not be recovered of this grievous . 

complaint, 
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complaint, when the fkill of the furgeon and the 
regularity of the patient go hand in hand. 


- Amongftall the Englifh authors from the begin- 
ing of the venereal difeafe in Europe to the pre- _ 
fent hour, no one has made a clearer diftinc- 
tion of the feparate difeafes of the Urethra, and 
Jaid down a better plan for fuccefs in the re- 
moval of them than Mr. Sharp; with the temper 
and penetration of a man of genius, he carries 
his enquiries through all the feveral caufes of ob- 
‘ftruction, and gives them their feparate defini- 
tions. ‘The theory of Mr. Sharp, in his critical 
enquiries, will be found fo perfectly to coincide 
with my own, that it would be fruitlefs to fay 
more of it, as far as relates to the caufes of ob- 
ftruction. I {hall therefore proceed to confider 
the imperfection of the bougie, as it appears in 
his defcription on the firft introduction of it only. 
Befides the inconvenience that I pointed out 
before of the {mall bougie being too weak for 
refiftance in a pliable ftate, and too brittle in a 
more {tiff one, I fhall produce other objections 
to the primary ufe of it from a quotation of Mr. 
SUP, 


He fays, “ There are a great many whofe dif. - . 
“ ** order is fo defperate as to render them unfit for 
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«‘ every other bufinefs than that of their cure. f 
«¢ have had feveral of them under my care, who 
** wore the bougie almoft the whole time, night 
<< and day without intermiflion, as they withdrew 
‘sone, introducing another; and if it does not 
“ ftimulate too much by this conftant appli- 
‘‘ cation, it is certainly a prudent ftep; for the 
‘* more fuppuration is procured, and the longer 
“‘ the Urcthra is kept diftended, the more likely 
‘‘ it is that the cure will be radical.” 


- The too general obftructions that hinder the | 
paffage of the bougie through the Urethra, being 
the carnofity and callous ftricture, it appears 
hence ‘neceflary from the ufe of thefe bougies, 
that they muft bring the one or the other to a 
{tate of fuppuration before they can perviate or 
set over them, and before the larger ones can 
gain admittance home to the neck of the bladder. 
Now I weuld wifh to enforce to the candid en- 
quirer, th.t this fuppuration which is brought on 
for the cure of a carnofity or ftricture, is totally 
from a -neceflity that the bougie may pafs home 
into the bladder, but not a requifite in the re- 
moval of either. The fuppuration in this in- 
ftance takes place, becaufe the bougie cannot 
make its way without it; but that do¢s not at all 
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argue, that it fhould take place in order to effect 
acure. Where there is a fuppuration, there is 
great pain and confinement; and if a bougie can 
be fo far conducive to an effectual cure without 
thefe inconveniencies, the fole purpole at this 
little work will be anfwered. 


| After Dalai ies given a dis pene S of £ the 
sisbieat methods that were. taken. to cure the 
urethral obftructions brought on by the venereal 
difeafe, and continued them pp to the prefent 
time, I fhall proceed to an enquiry into the caufe 
of an habitual ftrangury, in which I fhall not be 
found to vary much from Dr. Aftruc, Mr. Sharp, 
and fome others, whofe works plainly evince 
that they are not wrote by the hand of prejudice, 
they moved in a more laudable and generous. 
{phere, with a con{cious pleafure of conveying to 
the public the ideas of true fcience and indefati- 
gable attention. Pafling over a ftrangury that 
may be brought on by a ftone in the bladder, or 
in the Urethra, or that which may be produced 
by an ulcer in the bladder, or on the neck of it, 
unconnected with venereal virulency, I fhall pro- 
ceed in my defcription to that from virulent ob- 
ftructions. The ftrongeft fymptom of an habi- 
vial ftrangury is a diminution of the ftream of 
® | ee) urine 
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uring whih makes its way through the penis, 
fometimes in a {mall fingle ftream, but oftener in 
two, and fometimes in many fcattered and con- 
_ fufed ftreams, and fometimes drop by drop, and 
that incontinently, the patient all the while 
{training unnaturally, tedious in the expulfion of 
his urine, often having a throbbing on the glans 
penis, and a frequent defire to make water from 
a ftimulus brought on by over-ftraining, which 
produces great uneafinefs. Whenever a due re- 
gularity is exceeded either in diet; exercife, 
watching, venery, or what elfe, where the body 
is inflamed, or the paffions are agitated, a total 
ifchury, or fuppreffion of the urine often enfues, 
accompanied by fymptoms very painful, alarm- 
ing, and fometimes fatal. The complaint is 
then become too ferious and too acute for delay, 
recourfe muft immediately be had to bleeding in 
large quantities where the fubject will bear it, 
fomentations, clyfters, and above all the warm 
bath; it will bein vain to attempt the paflage of 
the catheter, as the introduction of the fmalleft 
fubftance will be denied until a proper relaxation 
is brought on by the means above defcribed. Pur- 
gatives ought to be ufed with great caution, as 
they are apt to excite thirft, and to encreafe the 
heat and ftimulus on the part already in a ftate 
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of inflammation, Dilnents fhould not be dealt 
out with too much liberality in this complaint, 
as they will increafe the urinal fecretion, the 
warm bath will amply fupply their ftead, withoug 
their ill confeguence.. A repetition of the above 
means generally operates fuccefsfully, but fome- 
times it is found ineffectual. When, at the ex- 
piration of three days, or according to the indix« 
cation of the fymptoms, the ufe of thefe means 
have proved fruitlefs, and the patient continues 
in unremitting pain, delay will be dangerous. 
A puncture miuft be made into the bladder, and 
the urine drawn away, obferving to keep the 
canula in the opening of the bladder made by the 
puncture, till fuch time as a paflage is obtained 
per urethram, and the bladder has recovered 
its contractile power, which is often rendered 
paralytic by over diftenfion. After having over- 
-come the violence of the above fymptoms, they — 
are again and again lable to return as the pa- 
tient breaks ont into fartherintemperance, whilft 
the urethral obfiruction remains unobviated. The 
bars in the Urethra, which prevent the urine paff- 
ing in a full ftream, are diftinguifhed into feven 
fpecies. Firft, the caruncle or fungus, arifing 
from a degenerated ulcer, where a part of the 
internal membrane of the Urethra is deftroyed. 
Second, 
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Second, a callous ftricdture or hard contraction 
of the Urethra, from a former ulcer cicatrized. 
Third, callous uleers ill digefted, yielding va- 
yious coloured difcharges from any part of the 
Urethra, or excretory ducts of the proftrate 
gland or feminal veficles. Fourth, an enlarge- 
ment of the verumontanum, intruding. too 
far into the Urethra. Fifth, an ulcer or {cir- 
rhofity of the proftrate or veficulz {eminales. 
Sixth, a -fponginefs of the fame parts; and 
Seventh, ligamentary bands from the inofcula- 
tion of ulcers in oppofition to each other around 
the urethral canal. The caruncle is a fpongy 
flefhy fubftance,’ intruding into the Urethra, 
whereby it hinders the free paflage of urine, capa- 
ble of enlarging from any thing that may irritate 
and inflame it, produced from an ulcer in con- 
fequence of a gonorrhoea, as any other fungus 
on the external farface of the body. It appears 
in fome fubjects almoft immediately after the 
gonorrhceal fymptoms are over, and authors 
have affirmed, that in others months, nay years | 
after a contraéted gonorrhoea, the caruncle has 
been found to produce its firft effet; but I am 
apt to conclude that in the latter cafe, it is more 
probable that the difeafe is a contra@ted Ure- 
thra, and not a fungus. The exiftence of a 
caruncle 
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earuncle or fungus in the Urethra has been 4 
bone for contention amongft the «French fur- 
geons, particularly Dionis, dela Faye, and fome 
others, who could never difcover the leaft trace 
of acaruncle in the Urethra after death, where 
the fabje€ts had fallen vitims to a venereal 
ftrangury, but their opponents weighed them 
down by:truth and argument, and there are few 
now that deny the reality of a caruncle, however 
sey differ in the definition of . 


-Monf. Goulard, in his very ingenious treatife 
on his favourite invention, the Extractum Sa- 
turni, does not deny the exiftence of a caruncle, 
but defines it fo different from all other authors, 
that he appears to have given part of the fame 
name to another difeafe; by a very metaphyfical 
way of arguing he tells you, that the fpongy 
fabfiance of the Urethra is confined within its 
proper bounds as nature has placed it by means 
of the internal urethral membrane antagonizing 
This being the cafe in a ftate of health, when 
the internal urethral membrane becomes enfee- 
bled at any certain point, there the {pongy fub- 
fiance oppofite to that point refifts the fibres 
which give way, diftend, lengthen, and are 
pufhed forward into the cavity of the canal; 
from whence arifes a little tumour that he calls 
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a f{pungots carnolity. What gave rife to this 
fuppofition of Monf. Goulard was the difficulty 
he found in accounting for the exiftence of a 
fiefhy fubftance in the Urethra, where nothing 
like flefh in the natural fituation of thefe parts — 
is to be perceived. ‘ Car, en premier leu, le 
“* mot de carnofité, pris dans fon etymologie, wexprime 
“© qutre chofe qu une excroiffance charnue, ou une éle- 
‘© vation formée par des chairs fongueufes: or, per- 
** fonne a-t-il samais démontré dans le canal del’Ure- 
“¢ tre quelque partie charnue qui puiffe donner naif- 
“¢ fance & ces fortes d’excroifjances et de fongofités? 
“* I] eft donc certain que les carnofités de Uretre, 
“* en prenant la chofe a la rigueur des termes, comme 
<< 71 eft important de le practiquer en médécine et en 
“ chirurgie, n’exiftent que dans Pimagination.” ‘To 
diffent from fo ingenious and valuable an author 
as Monf. Goulard, without giving my reafons, 
would be very unfair, and produétive of no 
good, therefore I will put in my objections to 
his theory of the exiltence of a carnofity but in. 
the imagination. And here I am forry to find 
that the above author has loft fight of a principle 
in furgery, as invariable as the rifing of the fun or 
any other common courfe of nature. We all know 
in a ftate of health that a bone is covered with a 
membrane, where no flefh intrudes, and where 

there 
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there appears nothing of the property of flefh; 
but when once this bone becomes difeafed and’ 
an exfoliation takes place, the firft appearances 

that conftantly offer, are granulations on the | 
part. Or, when the throat be cut, the cartilage 
divided never unites, but the chafm is often filled _ 
up with granulations of filefh. Monf. Goulard 
muft allow that the natural appearance of the 
conjunctive coat of the eye is as void of flefh as — 
the Urethra; but when this membrane is attack- 
ed with a venereal ophthalmy in particular, does 
it not produce a quantity of fungus? If there be 
no flefhy fubftance naturally in the Urethra, he 
muit allow that there are blood-veffels; and 
granting that, whenever the part has been aie 
eafed the fungus el follow. 


The callous ftri€ture bie when there has 
been otte or more large ulcers in the Urethra, 
which are entirely healed, yielding no difcharge, 
fometimes accompanied with a fcirrhofity of the 
adjacent parts. Thefe ulcers having healed with- 
out the intervention of any internal application 
to keep the difeafed part of the Urethra from 
contracting, leffen the diameter of it. This fort 
of firifture is deprived of the fecretion the reft 
of the Urethra naturally enjoys; as the patient 
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advances in age the malities thickens, — dnd, 
aided by the natural difpofition of a cicatrix 
formed from a malignant ulcer, will, without 
fome preventive means, tend to the clofing up 
the canal. It is the opinion of the learned Mr. 
Sharp, that a cicatrix on any part of the body 
acquires the difpofition to contract in proportion 
to the neglect of a counter refiftance; as when 
the palm of the hand be burnt, if the fingers 
during the cure are not extended by means of a 
pafteboard or fome fuch proper fubftance, the 
contracting power of the cicatrix will inevitably 
clinch the fingers. 


Callous ulcers ill digefted and yielding various 
coloured difcharges from ahy part of the Ure- 
thra, or excretory ducts of the profttrate gland, 
or feminal veficles; thefe ulcers remain after a 
gonorrhoea, where it has been neglected or ill 
cured, almoft always attended with a hardnefs 
around them, which is eafily to be felt by the 
fingers externally, the difcharge from them is 
more or lefs, and kindly or malignant, in pro- 
- portion to the habit of the patient or manner of 
his. living. The farther they are feated up the 
Urethra, the more liable they are to bring on an 


HCRBRY upon any intemperance whatever. Some- 
times 
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times the difcharge from them has all the marks of 
a virulent recent gonorrheea, both as to colour and 
quantity, the ulcers then being in a ftate of in- 
-flammation, the ardor urine will be alfo a fymp- 
tom, and often accompanied with-blood. The 
-moft powerful diftin@tion betwixt the ageravated 
appearances of a callous ulcer and recent gonor- 
rhoeea that I can fuggelt is, that the inflammatory 
fymptoms of the former will give way much 
fooner than the latter; but the difcharge from 
the ulcers will {carce ever ceafe, until fome ap- 
plicable remedy comes into contact with them, 
It has been difputed, whether the difcharge from 
thefe ulcers carry with it any vencreal infection, 
many furgeons are inclined to think it does not, 
but the very doubt fhould induce me to caution 
a patient from depending on the innocence of 
the difcharge, at leaft I will venture to affirm, 
that although the generality of thofe ulcers may 
not be infectious, yet fome are, which will not 
yield to topical applications without the aid ” 
internal alteratives, — | 


The enlargement of the verumontanum is 
alfo a caufe of the urethral obftruétion. This 
part, like the reft of the Urethra, is frequently 

inflamed and ulcerated, or eroded in a virulent 
, G2 gonor- 
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gonorrhoea, and when the inflammation 1s not 
totally reduced and the ulcer effectually deter- 
ged, it will degenerate into a warty fungus or 
callous fubftance, which will obftru& the urine 


in proportion to the quantity of either, and the 
manner of life the patient adopts. 


Whenever in a virulent gonorrhoea an intenfe 
ardor urine is felt near the anus, it 1s beyond 2 
doubt a token of the difeafe having reached the 
excretory ducts of the proftrate gland and vefi- 
cule feminales. When, if thofe parts have been 
frequently injured by repeated gonorrheeas, or if 
-in the attempt to a cure, they have been impro- 
perly treated, the difeafe will make a deftru¢tive 
progrefs, hence fiftulous and callous ulcers and 
{cirrhofities both of the gland and veficulz femi- 
nales. ‘The feat of the difeafe being fo remote, 
there becomes a difficulty of applyirg effectual 
remedies, and it often happtns that a fiftula in 
ano joins in the event. In fuch a fituation, they 
cannot fail of being a certain caufe of obftruct- 
ing the urine, 


Or, where venereal ulcers have eroded and 
deftroyed any of the fubftance of the proftrate 
or parts adjacent, a luxuriant fungus will often, 
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{fprout up there, and in fuch quantity as to be 
alfo a caufe of obftructing the urine. 


_ Laftly, Mr. Sharp has difcovered by diffec- 
tions, that where ulcers have been nearly in oppo- 
fition to each other in the Urethra, they have 
inofculated and produced bands which croffed 
from the one to the other, and are confequently 
a caufe of obftructing the urine. 


- Thus is the current of urine leffened and ob- 
ftructed by one of the caufes above defcribed ; 
the fame may be faid alfo of the femen. There- 
fore neither of them can pafs through the Ure- 
thra, retaining their free and proper courfe, but 
‘are obftructed in proportion to the obftacles they 
meet in it. The diameter of the urinal paflage 
being leflened, a greater force becomes requifite 
for the expulfion of the urine; hence the patient 
will ftrain and increafe the effort according to 
the refiftance the urine finds in the Urethra : the 
ftream of urine, prefling hard againft the ob-. 
ftruction in the Urethra, will be divided in its 
paflage through it, Thefe divifions interfect 
each other, and preferving their feparate courfes, 
pafs out in two or more, and fometimes in {cat- 
tered; confufed ftreams, and thofe weak and 
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dripping, from a well known prineiple in phyfics, 
that any fluid pafling from a narrow canal inte 
a wider, will move proportionably flow to the 
narrownefs of the canal from whence it- flowed ; 
hence the urine no longer defcribes that arcli, 
when itis difcharged, as it formerly did, where 

the paflage was uniformly equal. Whenever 

from intemperance or any other caufe the urine 
becomes heated, it will excite a pain in the ob- 
ftructed part of the Urethra, from whence a fre- 
quent ar perpetual dyfuria is found to-be a con- 
comitant to obftructions. The fenfation of pain 
being produced from the nerves, and: thofe 
of the Urethra being fo intimately connected 
with the nerves of the bladder, a conftriétion of 
the neck of the bladder will be brought on by 
fympathy ; the bladder will empty itfelf, not in 
a continued ftream and. at diftant periods, but 
will be frequently foliciting a difcharge: the. 
urine will be forced away, with much firaining, 
in very {mall quantities, and in very quick fuc- 
ceffions;, the neck of the bladder, from the irri- 
tation, will become exquifitely fenfible, and yield 
great pain with every drop of water. If a dyfu« 
ria is brought on by inflamed ulcers of the ve- 
rumontanum, or proitrate, or veficulz feminales, 
the pus flowing from the ulcers will generally 
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follow the expulfion of the urine, and that in if, 
creafed quantities, and thinner than in common; 
but if the obftruction is caufed from caruncles or 
{cirrhofities, no other difcharge will follow, but. 
mucus from the Urethra and neck of the bladder.. 


The ultimate evils atteriding the feveral ob- 
ftructions in the Urethra commonly appear after 
the patient has for fome time difcovered a dimi- 
nution of his ftream of urine; therefore it is no. 
wonder, that he is often found dilatory in taking: 
any ftep towards obtaining relief; he feldom re=. 
figns himfelf to the care of his furgeon, as long. 
as he continues free of any complaint that fub- 
jects him to danger; when he has been once. 
{riatched from the imminent fymptoms of an. 
ifchury, he is always glad to embrace the. 
opportunity for undergoing a radical cure. I> 
fhall now proceed to lay down a method for ef-, 
feting this, as the ifchury will always threaten, 
a return upon every. excefs that may be after-, 
wards committed, or even from any accidental, 
caufe, as long as the obftruction in the Urethra is. 
fuffered to. remain, and here I feel myfelf pare. 
ticularly interefted, from a certain conviction of 
the rectitude of the meafure I fhall adopt, that 
it overweighs with me all arguments in favour. 
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of the bougies in prefent ufe, fo far as they are 
made the inftrument of overcoming the obftruc- 
tion in the firft ftage of acure. Thofe in the 
practice of furgery, as well as thofe who have 
fubmitted to the ufe of a bougie, know that the 
firft attempts of pafling it beyond the obftruction 
will prove ever impoflible; they alfo know, that 
this paflage is obtained by repeatedly introdu- 
cing frefh bougies up to the part of the Urethra 
where the obftruction is, and there confining 
them by fome fort of contrivance, that their 
preffure againft the obftruction may fuppurate it 
and melt it down ; and it is with fubmiffion that 
I prefume no furgeon, tender of his reputation, 
would be hardy enough to apply a bougie that 
was folely to aét by fuppuration, as it appears to 
me an utter impoflibility, that a bougie uni- 
-formly compounded of fuppurative materials 
can remain in the Urethra without doing as. 
much violence to the found part of it as to the 
difeafed; the confequence of which would be > 
more diftrefling than if the difeafe had been left 
to its natural event. Without having recourfe 
to phyfical argument, I will fpeak to the expe- 
rience and reafon of every individual, who’ 
knows that no part of the human body is more 
cd saa none more irritable: it is that fut 
ceptibility 
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ceptibility of the. Urethra that yields fuch titula- 


tion in its natural ftate, and fo much pain when 
irritated by any foreign or accidental caufe. 


From hence I would with pati hats to con- 
clude, thatt he bougies which are termed fuppu- 
rative, only bring about that effe& by their pref- 
fure on the obftruction, by fo far impeding the 
circulation i in the difeafed part, as to induce it to 
flough away. It muft be allowed; that in a 
feries of time, thefe means will prevail,‘and a 
cure will be effected ; but it muit be allowed alfo, 
that it will be tedioufly brought about, and as it 
will be made to appear mat this fuppuration is 
an unneceflary act, fo far as it is applicable to a 
cure, fo mutt it be accompanied | with pain both 
injudicious and wanton. As I before obferved 
of the bougies in prefent ufe, when they are 
made {mall in order to pafs over the obftruction, 
fo as to act upon it, by prefling down the fides 
of it,. they are both wanting in elafticity and re- 
fiftance : in elafticity, a as immediately when they 
are pailed home: to the obftrnétion they break 
and become ufelefs ; ; in refiftance, fr om their fel- 
dom fuccefs whenever .an attempt is made to 
pafs them : they {top where. it is only necefli ary 


for them to begin ; m for did they but: once over= 
7 come’ 
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come the obftrnétion, that preffure would turn 
to the proper account and anfwer all the pur- 
pofes that human wifdom would wifh. Mr. 
Sharp allows that the cure of a caruncle is often 
effected by preflure only, and that fuppuration 
feldom takes place, where the bougie only paffes 
- to the obftruction, and not beyond it. He con- 
ccives alfo that the callous cicatrix lofes of its 


contractile power, by being kept upon the 
ftretch. 


If the body be in a good ftate of health, free 
of the venereal taint, a bougie of the moft 
_jimple fort will deterge and heal an ulcer in 
the Urethra, when brought into contact with it, 
as will diachylon plaifter on any part of the body 
where there is no malignant caufe to prevent 
it. As to the incruftations upon ulcers, which 
Monf. Daran treats of, in a part difpofed fo 
much to humidity and continually wafhed by 
urine, uninfluenced by air, I believe thefe feldom 
obtain. Thus far it appears that the fuppura- 
tive power of the bougie, as well as the neeeflity 
of it, is or ought to be always out of the quef- 
tion; and that when an increafed difcharge fol- 
lows a fuppurative bougie, it is in confequence 
of the irritation it brings on all the urethral 

membrane, 
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membrane, and of the preflure of it againft the 
obftruction. In order to obviate thefe unnecef- 
fary effects my with is, when frit I go about a 
cure, to pafs up the Urethra the {malleft catgut 
fo far medicated as to do no mifchief by an-af- 
perity of the point of it. This feldom or never 
fails gaining a paflage home to the bladder, 
when neceflary means have been previouily 
-taken to prepare the patient by temperance in 
- eating, drinking, and exercife, and by a ufe 
of the warm bath. Granting that the urine is 
only difcharged drop by drop, the catgut by 
being medicated, and by the precautions above 
laid down, will prove fuccefsful. And although 
-a cure is ftill to be effected, yet upon drawing 
the firft of thefe bougies from the Urethra, the 
urine will come away almoit in the natural 
ftream, and every alarming and dangerous fymp- 
tom will be hereafter difmiffed; another is im- 
mediately introduced without pain or difficulty ; 
by the humidity of the Urethra the catgut be- 
comes pliant, fo that the progrefs of cure is re- 
tarded, or are the parts the leaft incommoded, 
whether by erections of the penis in the night, 
or by moderate exercifes indulged in the day. 
_ Other properties. of the medicated catgut bon- 
’ gie are, that from the elafticity of it, it is nei- 
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‘ther too weak to refift, or does it lofe of its 
power by bending on an attempt to introduce 
it. In quality, it is fimple and innocent, and pof- 
fefled of the | power of {welling when morftened as 
the medicated {ponge 1 is, without any fenfible ef- 
fect or ill confequence whatever ; it brings away 
no other difcharge, than what the natural fecre- 
tion affords, and ‘dilates the obftru€tions without 
pain, and effectually. Neither 1s 1t found to irri- 
tate the urethral membrane or neck of the blad- 
der, fo as to bring on thofe folicitations of urine 
the other bougies do on their firit introduétion. 
| Upon withdrawing one of thefe bougies, which 
will be when the patient wants to urine, another 
is paffed of a degree lar ger, and the fize is con- 
tinually increafed, until a free choice offers of 
intr oducing any other fpecies of bougie of what 
fize and of what property foeyer. ‘This may be 
effected by dili gent perfeverance in the courfe of 
a few days, and at the end of that time, without 
inflammation or fuppuration, the grand obitacles 
will be furmounted and the way will be paved for 
confirming a folid cure. | 


When once an ifchury is got over, it rarely hap- 
pens that a patient can be in a worfe ftate, than 
in that of the urine coming aw ay drop by drop ; ; 
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a fiftulous opening might have ‘been: made 
through fome part of the perineum, which I leave 
to be treated as Jaid down by others that have 
wrote on the fame complaint, As I would with 
to advance nothing but facts, [ am, upon that 
principle, at liberty to declare, that be the ob- 
ftruction, in any part of the Urethra, fo that the 
urine is only difcharged in the fmalleft propar- 
tion, the medicated catgut has never failed over- 
coming it, and that almoft immediately. Monf. 
le Dran recommends the ufe of the catgut boy- 
gie im the beginning of a cure, and gives it the 
preference over all other methods. I cannat 
think how his practice, in this inftance, came to 
be neglected; unlefs it was becaufe its fimplicity 
brought it into difgrace, it not being inveloped 
with any thing dark or myfterious: like the dog 
and the fhadow, the furgeons plunged themfelves 
into doubts in fearch after Monf. Daran’s fecret, 
of imaginary value, and left a pofleflion Monf. 
le Dran had laid down for them. I will here 
furnifh the reader with an anfwer to a cafe given 
in for the opinion of Monf. le Dran. “ A man 
‘of fifty years old, having fupped in company, 
«¢ drank a little more than ordinary, is attacked 
“in the night with a fuppreffion of urine, and 


§ immediately has refource to you: note, tha the 
“‘ had 
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‘had a clap in his youth, in the cure of whieh 
“ he made ufe of drying injections. He has been 
cured a long while; neverthelefs he has per- 
“< ceived, that ever fince that-time the ftream of 
«* prine was fomewhat fmaller than before. What 
“is to be done?”? Anfwer, “ As this new dif- 
“+ temper is probably occafioned by a phlogofis, 
“ or inflammation of the neck of the bladder, 
«¢ the patient fhould immediately have the cathe- 
“< ter introduced, that the bladder may not lofe 
“<< its power of contraction, by the filling and dif- 
“ tenfion of it. Soon after he fhould be bled 
* twice or thrice, at fome diftant hours, to take 
** off the fwelling at the neck of the bladder: 
¢* but according to the account of the patient’s 
-s manner of making water, previous to this new 
** complaint, it is poflible that the catheter can- 
«¢ not be pafled far into the Urethra, as probably 
“it may become narrower at the bulb, or the 
“neck; or poflibly the proftrate being fw elled, 
“¢ and perhaps inflamed, may form an obftacle 
«to the introduction of the catheter into the 
“bladder. On this fuppofition, the firit thing 
“} 4 to. be done, while endeavours are ufed to abate 
46 the inflammation, muft be, if pofitble, to make 
a paflage for the catheter, by enlarging the 
¢ canal by the ufe of bougtes capable of dilating 
sas 
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«it, For this purpofe, thofe made of catgut 
s¢ feem to be moft proper, becaufe, though very 
“ fmall, they will not foften in the canal by the 
“heat of the part, as thofe do which are made 
“ of taffeta or linen. They will likewife {well 
<‘ with the moifture, which ‘the others will not 
“do, and by this means, increafing their thick- 
“‘ nefs, will dilate the paflage without violence 
* or uneafinels to the patient; in fuch a cafe‘as 
this, itis fometimes a long while before the 
«© bougie can’ be paffed as far as the neck of the 
“ bladder; confequently if it is made of waxed 
“¢ linen or taffeta, it will be heated and foftened 
“ fo that it will bend, and not be {tiff enough to. 
< open the paflage to the neck of the bladder; 
“but the’ catgut ones are a long time before 
“‘ they grow foft.” Monf. te Dran has favoured 
us with four cafes more, and all with the ftrong-: 
eft recommendations of the above means; neither 
does he think any other fort of bougie neceflary 
even to the confirmation of a cure. But as I 
would not be feen to ftrip the coat of all its lace, 
I fhall be content with having fhewed the pre- 
ference and utility of the medicated catgut bou- 
gie in firft overcoming the obftruétion, and fhall 
now proceed with a method for effe€ting’a cure. 
Upon withdrawing a medicated catgut of ‘a large 

degree, 
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degree, a bougie will be permitted to pafs with, 
the greatelt eafe, and with the fuppofition that 
the caufe of obftruation be a caruncle only, no-, 
thing more remains than to prevent.that again, 
from protruding in the Urethra fo as to bring on. 
a return of the dyfury. To do this I would re-, 
commend the ufe of a {tiff bougie, capable of re-: 
fiftance, and compounded of the mott fimple ma:>: 
terials; to which 1 would add a requifite quantity, 
of Monf. Goulard’s extract; the proportion of. 
which is about half an. ounce in} a-dozen bou-: 
gies. As the expectation of a cure. only. depends: 
upon a preffure on the caruncle, which, in con=: 
junction with a medicine poflefled of the defic-. 
cative property of the Extracturm Saturni, will 
fo far collapfe the veflels and wither the fub-. 
ftance of the caruncle, as to be in effect. equal to. 
its extirpation ;,,and I cannot help thinking that 
Monf. Goulard himfelf has been miftaken in the. 
effect of his extract, as he-attributes its fuccefs to, 
a fuppurative power and not to a ficcative one;, 
which of thefe two properties, preparations. of 
Jead, in all their various forms, eflentially enjoy,- 
L believe few people converfant in chymifiry will 
hefitate to determine. If there be a difcharge of 
pus from, ulcers, whether fiftulous or not, in the 
Urethra, together with a diminution of the 
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ftream of urine, there will be generally {cirrho- 
fities felt along the under part of the penis and 
perineum. When thefe tumors are fuffered to 
remain it will be in vain to expeé a radical cure; 
whether the matter ifluing from them be infec- 
tious or not, they muft be diflolved before either 
the difcharge of pus will ceafe, or the ob- 
ftruétion will be effectually removed.. Whilft 
by means of the medicated catgut bougie the 
Urethra is kept properly dilated, the patient 
fhould fit over a fteam of hot’ water once a 
day, for half an hour, and during that time 
anoint the perinzaum, where the {cirrhous tu- 
mors are to be felt, with a fmall quantity 
of the unguentum ‘coeruleum fortius, and for 
his better fecurity, he fhould for fome time 
continue in the ufe of fuch mercurial alte- 
ratives, and in fuch proportion as will neither 
bfing on a {pitting or purging; and I believe it 
will be invariably found that thefe obftructions 
by the above means will be reduced, and the 
difcharge from the ulcers ceafe without the pain, 
the mifchief, or confinement from the fuppu- 
rative bougie;/ the catgut alone in this cafe will 
fuflice, as by the reduction of the fcirrhous 
tumors the ulcer becomes kindly, and the caufe 
of difcharge of pus and the obftruction ceafes. 
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When a diminution of the ftream of urine is 
brought on by a callous cicatrix, if there be no 
hardnefs felt externally from a tumor accom- 
panying it, nothing more is requifite than the 
above creatment for the cure of a caruncle, as 
the whole will confit in oppofing the inclination 
to contract. And it may be faid of the ligamen- 
tary bands that crofs the Urethra, and that are 
produced from ulcers inofculating with each 
other, that the bougie compofed of the extract 
of lead will be the very beft application that 
can be fuggefted for wafting and fhrinking that 
fubftance, fo as to remove all incovenience from — 
it. From hence I prefume to conclude, that 
fuppuration brought on by bougies is not necef- 
fary for a cure, or can it be made good by any 
theory, however fafhionableit has been to fuppofe 
fo. It is a: work done by the hand of feverity when 
put into ‘practice, where a more rational and 
humane method will fucceed. I muft not omit- 
obferving, that I think the public owe a good 
deal to Monf. Goulard for ‘his excellent prepara- 
tion of the extra€tum faturni; amongft the reft. 
of its qualities, a dilution of it with water, I 
have repeatedly found fuccefsful in obftinate 
gleets that had triumphed over every other en- 
deavour. 


CASE 


Ley 
CA. Sis Bind, 


A gentleman who got an infeCtious gonorrhcea 
three years ago, and had immediately made ap- 
plication to one of the faculty, never from that 
time was free of a difcharge of a little quantity of 
pus from the penis, which would be fometimes 
more and fometimes lefs as he launched out into 
irregularities, or adhered to temperance. He 
perceived his ftream of urine confiderably to lef- 

fen, to come from him forked and irregular ‘, 

and had not altogether a voluntary power over it. 

At laft, whenever from any particular occafion 

he made too free, a total fuppreflion would en- 

fue. In one of thefe paroxifms I firft faw him, 

for which I was obliged to bleed him immode- 

rately, and direét him to the warm bath, which 

‘relieved him ; but the fuppreffion of his urine re- 
turned with every excefs. He became alarmed 

on both fides on the danger of his fituation, if 

he fhould be from town, where perhaps he could 

not conveniently have the neceflary help upon fo 

emergent an occafion, and on the bad effects fuch 

{evere evacuations made ufe of during the fuppref- 

fion would bring on his conttitution. Thinking his 

cafe then too ferious to be neglected, he defired 
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I would purfue every method radically to relieve 
him. I began with the application of the bou- 
gies in common ufe, and found by the intro- 
duction of one of them, that the obftruction was 
within half an inch of the neck of the bladder. 
T made feveral efforts at diftant periods to pafs the 
{malleft, thofe of a middle fize, and the largeft 
over the obftruction; I availed myfelf of the ad- 
vantage whilit he was in the warm bath, and 
immediately upon his coming out of it, to no 
purpofe. I then left the bougies, as I had been 
taught, to work their own way, by keeping them. 
as tight as I could te the obftruction. This ws 
continued for near three months without the leaft 
progrefs. The gentleman was too much engaged 
in bufinefs to give up any time through the 
courfe of the day. At laft he began to ficken at 
the means I had hitherto taken, and withed for 
fome other. He then returned to the warm bath, 
for fome repeated times, and upon+the very firft 
attempt a medicated {mall catgut pafled into the 
bladder. The unguentum coeruleum was applied 
externally as near to the feat of obftruion as 
could be judged; he vifited the warm bath twice 
or three times a week, and continued in the ufe 
. ‘of the medicated catgut, gradually increafing the 
fize, about two months, which was all that was 
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done to perfect the cure. Its is eight months ago: pis: 
he continues to urine in a full fiream, and is as 


free fromany urethral complaint, as if he had 
not known: any.: 


Gurdac Sd Ens al 


A gentleman, who eight years: ago received 
an infectious gonorrhoea juit upon the brink of 
his making a voyage, fo far neglected himfelf 
‘as ever fince to be troubled with a moft obftinate 
difcharge, and that‘in lar ge quantities as from a 
recent virulent affair, and fince, from what I 
could collect from hus recapitulation, he has been 
twice or thrice injured in the fame. manner, 
From the firft his ftream of urine began to leffen, 
and he has gradually found an increafed difficulty 
in the expulfion of it. As often as he arrived in 
England he put himfelf under the care of fome 
furgeon, and at the firft generally fucceeded in 
pafling the bougies; but from a natural inatten- 
tion he never profecuted any means for a perfect 
recovery. For the laft two years he has in vain 
attempted the introduction of the bougie ; it was 
always with the moft unnatural efforts and 
{trainings I ever faw, that he could make his 
water. Upon his application to me, I remon- 
{trated on the danger of his fituation; that fo 
‘Corpulent a a ee who fed very high, would 
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with all the exertions of {kill run a great rifk of 
his life, if hefhould be attacked with an inflam- 
mation fo as to bring on a fuppreffion of his urine, 
and more fo whilft on the water, that there his 
fate would be inevitable. He went into the warm 
barth repeatedly, and the unguentum cceruleum 
was applied externally along the penis and pe- 
rinzum ; he was bled: alfo. The fmalleft catgut 
found a paflage into the bladder on the firft in- 
troduction; there proved to be. three obftruc- 
tions, one a little way up the Ur ethra, the others 
at the diftance of about an inch and a half from 
each other farther on. Upon his- ‘withdrawing 
the firft he made his water with more happinefs 
than he had for two years; a larger was immedi- 
ately introduced and the fize graduated. Within 
four days the ftream was natural, and he could 
himfelf pafs a bougie of any fize. His hour for 
departure was come. He was furnifhed with fuch 
bougies as I before defcribed to perfect the cure, 
and alfo with the medicated catguts in cafe, from 
his omiflion, he fhould he obliged to, have 
recourfe.to them again; he alfo was. defired to 
continue in the ufe of the unguentum, to ‘fit. 
oyer hot water, and took with him ,fome mer- 
curial alteratives, as almoft the ‘whole length 
of the Urethra was thickened and hardened. 
CASE 


Awa 


A waiter at a coffee-houfe applied to me for 
an obitruction in the Urethra, that had grown to 
a dangerous height, and not from any negligence 
of himfelf, but becaufe he implicitly relied on an 
apothecary in his neighbourhood, who had given 
him medicines by the mouth only for a feries of 
time. I found him ina piteous ftate; the paflage 
was fo narrow that he only difcharged his urine 
drop by drop, not at any particular time, but 
conftantly as he walked about. He found his 
conftitution very much impaired by this fuppref- 
fion, and it was the harder upon him, in that he 
was obliged to fit up late at night, and could 
not at the hazard of his place lie by in order - 
to expedite his cure. Thus fituated he applied to 
me; I paffed a fmall catgut, after endeavouring 
in vain to pafs the {malleft of the common con- 
firuéted bougies, and perfevered in their ufe un- 
till I had gaineda defirable opening, when I 
perfected a °.ture in” the..courle of . three 
months by the daily ufe of bougies moulded into 
the fame form of thofe in general, but com — 
pounded of materials which I have experienced, 
by the multitude of opportunities that have 

arifen 
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arifen to me within thefe three years, to be the 


fafeft and beft calculated, not only to remove 
the obftructions, but to prevent their return. 
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A remarkable corpulent man applied to mé 
for an obftruction that had been coming on for 
many years, and as he had felt the dreadful ef- 
fects of two fevere fits of the ifchury, he was an- 
xious of removing the imminent danger that 
every day threatened his life; ; he had been under 
a furgeon in this town, famed for the ufe and 
application of the common bougies, who found 
him(felf foiled for the very fame reafon J have 
given in the foregoing pages, there not being a 
pofiibility of pafling a bougie of that conftruc- 
tion through an orifice fo fmall and deep fitua- 
ted as was this I now fpeak of. I lowered_his 
general habit by the warm bath, bleeding, &c. 
and made a fuccefsful attempt; but upon 
withdrawing the firft catgut bougie I found my- 
ely difappointed in the fecond, and it was not 
until three days, after I could fucceed again, 
owing, I conjectured, to the irritation of the. 
parts ; I took care to pals the third immediately 

after 
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after withdrawing the fecond: and it muft be ob- 
ferved, that in this period’ of ‘the cure, there 
fhould be as little intermediate time as poffible 
betwixt the withdrawing one bougie and pafling 
the other. By this perfeverance and mcreafing 
their fize, 1 fucceeded to my aftonifhment, and 
it was but a few days before I could pafs one of © 
my common conftruéted bougies, which perfect: 
eda cure in the courfe of three months. From ob- 
feryation I have experienced, that there is fome 
difliculty in pafling through the narroweft ob- 
ftrudtions, even. this catgut bougie and its fuc- 
cefs depend in a great meafure upon practice, 
which all know is The only guide for facilitating 
difficulties ; Monf. le Dran had convinced me 
that it could be done, therefore it remained my 


duty and intereit to endeavour to do it, and my 
fuccefs has fhewn that I have not failed. And I 
farther obferve, that I never make ufe of this 
: fpecies of bougie where my others will do: I try 
the {malleft of the other fort firft, and if after 
every endeavour I do not fucceed, it is then 
that I have recourfe to the catgut fort. . 
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A gentleman went ten years ago to be under 
the care of Monf. Daran to Paris, for an obitruc- 
tion, and after remaining there fix wecks came 
away fo much relieved as to think himfelf per- 
fectly recovered. Within thefe laft three years 
he perceived a gradual diminution of his ftream 
of urine, and at laft it became fo {mall as.to re- 
duce him to the neceflity of applyirg to me; 
upon trial I found I could not pafs my common 
bougie. I then prepared him in the warm 
bath, and paffed one of my catgut bougies. I at- 
tended him very diligently for two days, when 
I had gained fo confiderable an opening as to en- 
courage him in perfevering in their ufe. He after- 
wards pafled them himfelf, and preferred them to 
any other fort, becaufe he could walk and lie 
more at his eafe with them. He continued them. 
for two months, and half a year afterwards re- 
newed their ufe, and as far as I know is perfectly 
recovered. I muft obferve, that when an ob- 
ftruction is of long ftanding, and becomes habi- 
tual (as there is a greater rigidity in the contti- 
tution of a perfon advanced in years, the parts 
being lefs moift and lefs liable to undergo any 
alteration) the patient fhould compound with 

the 
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the removal of the dangerous part of the fymp- 
toms, and when he finds a Paflage hath been 
_ gained fo. as. to admit of a large bougie, he 
fhould conitantly be watchful that there be no 
return of the complaint. ‘To obviate this with. 
the leaft trouble to himfelf, and to remove all 
anxiety, he may pafs one of my common large 
bougies once a week, and let it remain an hour 
or two. 


Gi Bene 7 Mi. 


A gentleman from the Eaft Indies applied to 
me, after having ufed other bougies, for an ob- 
ftruction he had very nigh to the neck of the 
bladder, accompanied by a hardnefs externally 
to be felt along the perineum: he told me that 
he had been in conftant ufe of bougies for two 
years, but did not find that the paflage was at all 
enlarged notwithftanding, if he forebore the 
wearing of them for any time. I convinced him 
that he could not expect a perfect cure whilft the 
‘{chirrofity on the perineum remained. He fub- 
‘mitted to the application of the vapour-bath to 
the part, which, together with the ufe of a {mall 
quantity of unguent. ccerul. fort. and my com- 
‘mon bougies, the {chirrhus was diflolved, and the 
_obitruction removed in the courfe of fix weeks. 
: K 2 Cae 
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A field officer in America upon his embarka- 
tion applied to me on account of an obftruétion, 
through which he could not pafs a common bou- 
gie, notwithftanding he had been attended by an 
eminent furgeon in this metropolis; he intro- | 
duced my catgut bougies himfelf, and continued 
in the ufe of them after his arrival at America, 
and when he had exhaufted his firft flock, he 
wrote home for more, declaring that the fuc- 
cefs of thofe had exceeded his expectation, and 
that he did not doubt but that he fhould be 
effectually cured, when time ferved him for the 
conftant ‘application of others. 


C A S°E VU. 


A eentleman of one of the univerfities applied . 
to me for an obftr udion brought on very rapidly 
after a firft eonorrheea; this was a very uncom- 
mon circumftance in a fubject twenty-one years 
of age, and led me to enquire into the manner of 
his having been treated. I found that he had 
been very liberally purged, and that the running 
had continued on him for upwards of fix months; 
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it was with the greateft difficulty I could pafs the 
f{malleft of my common bougies ; but I at length 
fucceeded, and by acontinual repetition of them 
for two months, the difcharge ceafed, and the 
obfrution was removed, 


GA. 8-,K. IK 


A fervant of a nobleman applied to me for a 

complaint in the Urethra that he had laboured 
under for fix years, and had, on account of the 
fecrecy that he made of his cafe, undergone many 
difficulties and much pain, efpecially when he ir- 
ritated the parts by riding poft, not only in his. 
attendance on his mafter through the continent, 
put in his journeys from town to country. He 
through diffidence would not apply to his mafter’s 
furgeon, but put himfelf under the care of a fo- 
reign quack, who had loaded him with violent — 
forcing medicines, and had as much endangered 
his conftitution as he had drained his pocket. 
From arobuift ftout fellow he was reduced to a 
hypochondriac ftalking obje@; his complaint 
yielded to my common bougies, and in the 


courfe of three months he could pafs the largeft 
of them, 


CASE 


1 ast Beem 


I fhall fubjoin.one cafe of a venereal caries ; it 
was of anaval officer, who was attacked at fea with 
pains in his bones, and a caries fucceeded to it.of 
the upper jaw, his upper fore teeth were loofe, the 
palate ulcerated; he came home, after having 
moit liberally anfed mercurials in all forms, full 
of pains, the caries {preading on the upper jaw, 
his bones of his legs andarms enlarged, diftracted 
with pain at night, offenfive breath, and emaci- 
ated beyond conception.—I advifed him milk 
diet, and farfa decoction; a drachm of the cceru- 
Jeum only was rubbed on his legs weekly, and the 
free ufe of the vapour bath, his pains gradually 
abated, his flefh and fpirits recovered, the caries 
of the jaw exfoliated, and the enlarged bones re- 
turned toa found fate. I have ftill the fatisfac- 
tion to find that he continues as healthy as if no- 
thing had ever happened to him. 


OBSERVATION, 


It appeared to me from this cafe, and it alfo 
hath before been inftanced to my conviction, 
iis when there is a mixture in the habit of 
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{curvy with virus (venereal) how difficult the ex, 
tirpation of it is, and what ravage the difeafe. 
commits, and that the effect of mercurials when 
the blood is broken down, its. texture that con-. 
ftitutes health is diflolved, and the whole fy {tem : 
emaciated either by fcurvy, hard drinking, or. 
care, is very inefficacious; and until the wonted 
confiftence of the fyftem is reftored by vapour. 
baths, air, and milk diet, no attempt to extir- 
pate the virus will fucceed, or will the caries on 
bones exfoliate,’ enlargement of bones diffolve, 
or the nocturnal pains produced through them | 
be eafily compofed. 


CoA EXE 


On the Tranflation of Venereal Virus from the Urea 
thra to the Eye, 


A gentleman of Scotland was recommended 
tome for a virulent gonorrhoea; the firft time I 
faw him he complained alfo of his eye being in- 
flamed, which was the fecond day after the dif- 
eafe had difcovered itfelf.---I bled him, gave him 
the neceflary remedies for the gonorrhea, and 
called on him the next day, when I found his 
eye more inflamed, and the inflammation of the 

Urethra 
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Urethra leffened; I bled him again, fomerited and 
poulticed the eye.—The next day his pain of the 
eye was increafed, he complained of a violent 
throbbing, it difcharged a purulent matter, and 
the tunica conjunctiva was in a higher flate of in- 
flammation than I ever faw any before: I applicd 
leeches to his temples, blifters behind the ears, 
injected milk and water, renewed poultices, &c. 
the inflammation of the Urethra by this time was 
perfectly abated, and little difcharge appeared 
from it.—The morning following I found his 
pain had not the leaft abated; upon railing the 
eye-lid there was one continued f2fhy appear- 
ance, which protruded fo as to leave the eye 
half fhut.—The fame remedies were ufed, fuch 
as repeated bleeding, and his medicines.were ni- 
tre. powders, and the mercurius calcinatus with 
opium.—The difcharge was prodigious ; the in~ 
flammation not yielding to any of the general re- 
vullive means, I continued the fomentation and 
poultice, with the addition of Goulard’s extract: 
The fymptoms the next day not being the leaft 
abated, I folicited a confultation ; the fargeon met 
me the next day, and we propofed touching the 
carnous fungus of the conjunctiva with a fine 
powder of the mercur. calcin. mixed with po 
matum byacamel brufh ; this increafed the pain 
3 fo 


[8 

fo much that we directly defifted and returned 
to the former method a day or two longer, when 
the pain gradually abated, the carnous appear- 
ance declined. We then gave him bark, which 
fucceeded very well, but the iflue was, that the 
cornea was thickened, the cryftalline from infla- 
mation became opaque, and he loft his eye. The 
caufe of this unfortunate cafe was from his hav- 
ing previoufly a weak eye he wafhed it with 
his urine, and thus conveyed the infection. 


OBSERVATION, 


I found no affiftance in this cafe from any au- 
thor but Aftruc ; Warner does not mention it in 
his treatife on the eyes. Aftruc is the only one 
who does, and he advifes a total difletion away 
of the flefhy conjunctiva ; how this 1s to be done 
whilft the patient is in fuch a fituation I know 
not, but I fear the remedy would be worfe than 
the difeafe. A venereal ophthalmy is common, 
but this is the only gonorrhoea of the eye that I 
have ever feen, or do I know any one who ever 
faw another. 
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